
« NATO Wives Bazaar » ASBL

127, Avenue Paul Hymans -  1200 Bruxelles

No: 874.358.592

Ordinary General Assembly

Monday 29th June 2009

The Ordinary General Assembly started at 10:00 hrs.

In Attendance: 31 Full Members are present or represented.

Absent: Croatia
Apologies: Canada, Luxembourg and Iceland
Introduction - (Katia Abinader | katiaabinader@hotmail.com)

Katia Abinader welcomed all attendees, opened the third General Meeting of 2009 and announced that Mrs. Rasmussen, the incoming Secretary General’s wife had kindly agreed to become the new patron of the NATO Wives Bazaar ASBL.

Katia Abinader also announced that Mrs Iris Sullivan and Mrs. Laurence Wosolsobe had kindly agreed to organise the Opening Ceremony of the Bazaar @ 15th November 2009, and to take care of the speeches for the named event.

Katia Abinader welcomed the new member(s):

Mrs Claudia Fischer, Germany, Assistant Representative

Katia Abinader also welcomed Mrs Julia Folmer, who was standing in as The Netherlands Assistant Representative. 

Katia Abinader reminded everyone of the main points of the agenda.

Katia Abinader proposed that the assembly should vote to accept the Minutes of the last General Meeting (GM) dated 29th May 2009.  All 31 Members unanimously approved the minutes.

Bazaar 2009 (Robbin Warner | robbinwarner@zeff.com)

Robbin Warner asked all members to kindly return the completed Participation Questionnaire to her as soon as possible.

She attracted the members’ attention to the fact that this time the Guidelines/Responsibilities Forms for National and Assistant Representative have been distributed.  In addition the same document can be found on the website by logging into the Members Only area.

Robbin Warner showed two possible choices for the cover of NATO Wives Bazaar 2009 Booklet.  Choice Number One, representing a hand which grows into a tree and choice Number 2 representing the Earth with a circle of people in a variety of colours surrounding it.  The members unanimously voted choice Number 2 to appear on the front of the 2009 Booklet, with 0 against and 0 abstentions.
Robbin Warner gave all the information about how to access the Members Only area where all the documents are located and from where they can be downloaded and then saved to the user’s computer.
International Restaurant 2009 (Maria Jose Lombarte and Hulya Yikilkan restobazaar@hotmail.com )

Maria Jose Lombarte attracted the members’ attention to the fact that in today’s folder they could find the Contact Form Restaurant Coordinator and the Contact Form Assistant Restaurant Coordinator which should be filled in and returned by 22nd September at the latest (by email preferably).  

She mentioned that the website (Members Only Area) had a great guideline for restaurant coordinators, which gave many good ideas about what and how to make arrangements for the Bazaar’s International Restaurant.
International Tombola 2009 (Jean Curtis | curtisj57@gmail.com)

Sarah Russell pointed out that in today’s folder all members could find the first part of the Tombola Guidelines.  

Sarah Russell reminded everyone that each gift (which can be made up of several smaller ones) has to be of at least €70 worth.  She also pointed out that going through the enclosed guidelines might help everyone to contact the sponsors, and that the same information was also available on the website.

The next handout would be distributed at our next GM (22nd September 2009).  

Charities (Maryse Van Bussel | MARYSE.VAN.BUSSEL@telenet.be)

Maryse Van Bussel told the members that the total number of Charity requests received in 2009 were not far from 60!  Reading the requests it appeared that many charities were aiming to receive the €15,000 maximum donation amount.
Because of the very high number of requests and the very high amounts demanded, the Board Members wished to propose attributing lower amounts whenever possible, based on the breakdown of each project. 

Maryse Van Bussel invited all attendees to look into the Belgian Charities Voting Ballot handout. She than started the PowerPoint presentation giving more information about each Belgian charity which were listed in alphabetical order (copy of the named list to find here below).
CHARITY VOTING BALLOT - Belgian Requests

Ranking Instructions:  Rank the charities 1-2-3 

1 = First Choice,   2 = Second Choice;   3 = Third Choice

	Charity Name
	Country
	Description
	Recommendation
	RANKING

	AVEGA AGAHOZO
	Belgian request for Rwanda
	Support the building of houses in Kigali

( 2 houses ) 
	6000 €

	

	CONVIVIUM
	Belgium
	Heating installation in home for refugees
	12,263.15 €
	

	DE STEIJGERTJES
	Belgium
	Fence and floor covering for day care center for babies with Cerebral Palsy
	8057,51 €
	

	ECOLE DU CBIMC
	Belgium
	Day school for children with reduced mobility Acoustic room divider
	8700 €
	

	EFFATA
	Belgian request for Romania
	Equipment for a kitchen in a home for children with AIDS
	9600 €
	

	EINDELIJK
	Belgium
	MOTOmedVIVA 1 devices for handicapped adults
	4982,84 €
	

	ENTRAIDE FRANCAISE
	Belgium
	Holidays for 15  poor children
	4000 €
	

	GANSPOEL
	Belgium
	Seesaw adapted for  wheelchairs on recreational ground 
	12,948 €
	

	HAVENZATE
	Belgium
	Fund a multipurpose workshop for 52 disabled people – multipurpose workshop (4 tables 12 chairs)
	2670 €
	

	JEST FARILU
	Belgium
	Establishment of small scale bakery and renovation of windows.
	10001 €
	

	LA PREUVE PAR TROIS
	Belgium
	Acquisition of sports material 
	2018 €
	

	LE CREUSET
	Belgium
	Furniture (tables) for education center for young people with mental pathology
	5978.63 €
	

	LES COCCINELLES
	Belgium
	Classroom renovation in a school for children with dyslexia, and dysphasia
	2965.71 €
	

	LIDWINA FOR MS
	Belgium
	Mobile info panels at Center for young adults with MS
	4000 €
	

	MAINS OUVERTES pour Haiti
	Belgian request for Haiti
	Equipment for clean water
	2300 €
	

	OPSTAP
	Belgium
	Holidays for 20 families


	8867 €
	

	TEN DREVE
	Belgium
	Renovation of play hall + indoor play ground
	6000 €
	

	UN METIER POUR TOUS
	Belgian request for Congo
	Educations fees for 30 students
	9000 €
	


The following charity requests could not be taken into account because they were not ASBLs:

· Fondation Luc Legrain: pilgrimage to Compostella €15140,22

· Zonnegroen school: playground €16860

The following charities could not be considered because 2 years had not elapsed since the last request:

· De okkernoot
· Ave Regina

· Het Weer
The following charities were listed amongst the Belgian ones (even though they were delivering abroad):   

· EFFATA (Belgium for Romania)

· ISSI (Belgium for CONGO)
· Mains ouvertes pour HAITI (Belgium for Haïti) 

The following charities were representing the same and identical charity:

De Steigertjes and Begijntjes (are the same organization) therefore, she only presented the proposal from de Steigertjes.

After the PowerPoint presentation Maryse proposed a 15 minutes reflection time while members were able to ask further questions and consult all the listed projects displayed on the table.  Maryse reminded the National Representatives to write the name of their country on the voting form before handing them in.
Maryse Van Bussel collected 31 Voting Ballots from the National Reps + Artist’s Corner

Maryse Van Bussel asked the members to look at the International Charities Voting Ballot handout. She then started the PowerPoint presentation while giving more information on each charity and the proposed amounts for their projects.  She reminded everyone to mark the ranking choice next to each charity and to write the name of their country on the top of the Voting Ballot before handing it in to her.
CHARITY VOTING BALLOT - International Requests

Ranking Instructions:  Rank the charities 1-2-3 

1 = First Choice,   2 = Second Choice;   3 = Third Choice

	Charity Name
	Country
	Description
	Recommendation
	RANKING

	AFEDI
	Congo
	Refurbish a school


	7000 €
	

	AQUILA AIL
	Italy
	Research Center


	7000 €
	

	ARCA DEL SEPRIO
	Italy
	Shelter for animals in center for disabled people
	3900 €
	

	ASSOCIAZONE SCELOROSI TUBEROSA
	Italy
	Provide info on TSC, a rare genetic disorder
	No because the result can’t be measured. 
	

	BETTER BREATH
	Slovakia
	Mobile inhalators for Cystic Fibrosis patients 
	4,535.20 €
	

	CARE HOME FOR AUTISM
	Hungary
	Establish an equine therapy program
	9000 €
	

	CENTER ELVIRA VATOVEC
	Slovenia
	Training center for handicapped children
	6,784.80 €
	

	CHATIME MAGAZINE
	The Netherlands
	Magazine for children of Breda 
	No because there are charities in more need.
	

	CIUDAD SAN JUAN DE DIOS
	Spain
	Computers and Multi-sensorial equipment
	3,726.09 €
	

	DON BOSCO FOSTER HOME
	Togo
	Foster home for 13 girls
	8761 €
	

	ÉCOLE PRIMAIRE BUKINJE
	Bosnia
	Equipment for primary school
	11,500 €
	

	HACO
	Haiti
	6 treadle sewing machines
	1800 €
	

	LIGHT OF MY EYES 
	Hungary
	Special chairs w/ seat belts
	2038.18 €
	

	MAMU UNIJA
	Lithuania
	Pumps for children (cancer patients) 
	6375 €
	

	MOLITA BITOLA
	FYROM ¹
	Workshops for blind 

Handicapped people
	4150 €

4500 €
	

	PASFA
	Lebanon
	Equipping ambulances with mobile emergency equipment. 
	9700 €
	

	PNEUMOFTIZI-OLOGY HOSPITAL ORADEA 
	Romania
	Echography machine

(sonogram) 
	9840 €
	

	PRO CEFA
	Romania
	Outdoor play ground for 510 children
	8500 €
	

	RAINBOW
	Romania
	Water tank – Garbage disposal – Fountain
	5539 €
	

	ROKAIZOS
	Latvia
	Wheelchairs and food transport trolleys
	4030 €
	

	RUGUTE 
	Lithuania
	Rent expense for 3 months
	3042 €
	

	SWEET HOME
	Slovakia
	Renovation of a home for disabled children
	2821 €
	

	SZENTENDRE
	Hungary
	Support of mental patients ( dental examinations)
	3160 €
	

	TAMMISTU
	Estonia
	Renovation of handicraft workshops
	No, because no supporting information.
	

	VESKA
	Czech Republic
	EverFlo respiratory devise 
	1600 €
	

	WOMEN FOR WOMEN
	Rwanda
	Brick factory
	6000 € 
	

	Father Klaas Schilder
	The Netherlands
	Roofs for houses
	5000 €  
	



 Turkey recognizes the Republic of Macedonia with its constitutional name.

Charities with problems:

· APACEAL: not 2 years since the last request

· MERMANS ORPHANAGE:  not 2 years since the last request

Some appeals from the Members followed. 

On Margarita’s request from FYROM¹ the charity Molita Bitola was added for a second time to the list with a request for €4500 for the handicapped project, as separate from the project for the Blind people’s project. 

Margot van Osch from the Netherlands pointed out that the project called Father Klaas Schilder wasn’t presented to the members.  Maryse looked into it and amended the list & PowerPoint presentation accordingly. 

Lori Conkright from the United States, spoke about the charity ’Women for Women’  and underlined the fact that the project could ONLY be realized if a minimum of  the following  three aspects of the project were funded together.  

These three being:

1. The purchase and transport of the machine and building materials at a cost of €1500
2.  Training the women in the use of the machine and building methods, at a cost of €2250 
3. The vocational training of the students of the project at a cost of €2250 

The assembly unanimously approved to change the proposed amount to the required amount of €6000. 

The assembly than consulted the projects displayed on the table, and filled in the Voting Ballot.
- Coffee Break –

The Voting forms were collected after the break.

30 Voting Ballots were collected from National Representatives.  

(The Artist’s Corner only votes on the Belgian Charities)

Maryse explained that the next step was to organize the visits to the Belgian Charities.  

She invited all members to come forward to volunteer for the visits of the 18 Belgian Charities, which should take place during July and the beginning of August.  She asked the members to give her the dates when they might be available to join some visits. Preferably by email maryse.van.bussel@telenet.be .

She would then fix the appointments and inform the volunteers.

She highlighted the fact that the visits would have a great impact on the NWB 2009 booklet which would include the pre - selected charities.  

The member from FYROM¹ asked why we limited the charity visits to the summer period since most members were away at that time?  She then inquired if the deadline for the charitable projects to be received by the NWB could be changed to earlier in the year therefore giving more opportunities for people to visit the charities?  
Generally visiting during July and August meant that not many people were available for these visits that some members would like to do. 

The point was thought to be a good one and it was suggested that in September at our next GM we might discuss a possible date for a new deadline by which the NWB should receive the various charitiable projects
Fundraising (Hilary Thorn | jwrthorn@hotmail.com)

Hilary Thorn thanked Natasha Ulsh for raising money by selling the NATO blankets which are advertised on NWB’s website under Members only area.  For any orders please contact ulshfamily@gmail.com. 
The following fundraising ideas were raised by Hilary Thorn: 
1) T-shirt:  Create and sell T-shirts with the NATO Wives Bazaar logo on them or with something amusing like “Are you a Bazaar Wife?”  If we make white T-shirts with our logo on them the cost will be €2.85 /piece.  It has been unanimously voted by the members to create “NATO Wives Bazaar T-shirts” with 0 votes against and 0 abstentions.

2) Recipe book:  Creation of a relatively simple recipe book, containing favourite and traditional recepies of each NWB member country.  The vote resulted in 18 members in favour of it, 8 against and 5 abstentions.

3) Apron:  Following a welcome suggestion from Carine Vinchon, Hilary mentioned that an apron could also be created, one suitable for both men and women. A plain Apron, in a colour similar to our voting cards with the simple NATO star logo on the top corner.  More information on this would follow.
4) Scarf:  Francoise Borgers from Artists Corner then announced their kind proposal to sell their hand painted scarves with the NWB logo on them at €35 each, donating €10 to the NWB for each scarf sold.

Due to a time restraint upon the Room availability, it was suggested that the members preferences for the variations of T shirts and the suggestion of an apron, would be requested by email when the options could be laid down more clearly. 

Closing (Katia Abinader | katiaabinader@hotmail.com)
Katia Abinader thanked the following departing members and presented them with a certificate of appreciation from the association as a token of our deepest recognition for a job well done: (some certificates were collected on behalf of the recipient) 

Tarja HAALPALA - Finland

Mirja KILPIÄ - Finland 

Baiba GRAUBE - Latvia    

Güner BATTAL - Turkey      

Lola  PORTELA RODRIGUEZ - Spain    

Barbara YATES - the United States     

Susan BEER - Germany   

Åsa ELIBORN-CLAESSON - Sweden 

Margarita POPOVSKA - The FYROM¹    

Kim MOORE - Canada   

Sonya ZAROVA - Bulgaria

Inga KOIVASTIK - Estonia          
Gisela Thalmaier - Austria

Next Ordinary General Assembly:

The next General Meeting will be held on 22 September 2009 at 10:00 hrs at the Banquet Room @ Staff Center.      

The General Meeting adjourned at 12:15 hrs.

This document is the original and authentic text. 

In the event of litigation, the English version of these minutes shall prevail.
Brussels, Wednesday 20 August 2009. 

President

Vice-President

Treasurer 

Full Members 
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